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Durham, 


November,  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  j’ou  my  twentieth  annual 
report  being  that  for  the  year  1946. 

The  death  rate  was  the  lowest  recorded  since  1938  which, 
considering  present  circumstances,  1 deem  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  50  is  the  lowest  for  the  past  ten 
years.  This  achievement  is,  I think,  the  result  of  better  apprecia- 
tion of  the  value  of  careful  and  complete  ante-natal  supervision  and 
an  increasing  interest  in  the  detail  of  infant  welfare.  It  is  interest- 
ing that  the  County  rate  of  49  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

The  Birth  rate  has  mounted  again  and  is  the  highest  for  20 
years. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  very  low  with  only  one 
death  from  measles. 

The  number  of  notifications  for  Tuberculosis  were  more  or  less 
stationary  which  is  an  indication  that  so  far,  despite  unpleasant 
restrictions,  the  general  nourishment  of  the  population  is  being 

maintained. 

I again  record  with  pleasure  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
help  afforded  me  at  all  times  by  the  Council  Officials,  particularly 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff,  and  I acknowledge  with 
gratitude  the  consideration  and  interest  of  the  Members  of  the 
Council. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  KNIBB  YOUNG, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


ANNUAL  REPORT,  1946. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  : — 8,161. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  1946  : — 18,890. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1946)  : — 5,259. 

Rateable  Value  : — £59,578. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : — £222. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Live  Births — Legitimate 

399 

220 

179 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate 

22 

12 

10 

of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population — 
22.29. 

Stillbirths — Legitimate 

16 

8 

8 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

(live  and  stillbirths). 
—41.00. 

Deaths  ... 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population— 
11.38. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  short  list)  : — 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
Deaths,  (live  and  stillbirths). 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  — — 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes  ...  — — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  49.88 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  50.13 
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Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  45 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  21 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  4 


Causes  of  Death  During  1946. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

ALL  CAUSES  

215 

115 

100 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 



- 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

9 

4 

5 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

— 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease 

21 

13 

8 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

1 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

20 

9 

11 

Heart  Disease 

71 

38 

33 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Bronchitis  ... 

18 

8 

10 

Pneumonia  ... 

12 

5 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum... 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

4 

4 

— 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  A. 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Nephritis 

9 

6 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth  ... 

6 

3 

3 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformations,  etc. 

3 

1 

2 

Suicide 

— 

— 



Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

2 

1 

All  Other  Causes  ... 

20 

12 

8 

6 


Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods. 


Ail  Ages. 

0— 

1— 

2 

5— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65— 

215 

21 

— 

2 

— 

5 

20 

56 

111 

Notifiable  Diseases  Reported  During  the  Year. 


Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Number 
Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Dea 

ths. 

1945. 

1946. 

1945. 

1946. 

1945. 

1946. 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  F ever 

12 

27 

12 

27 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

9 

12 

9 

12 

— 

— 

Enteric  F ever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

12 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

252 

31 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

26 

46 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Analysis  of  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


Ages. 

0— 

1— 

2 

3— 

4— 

5— 

10— 

15— 

20— 

35— 

45— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

— ' 

— 

4 

1 

— 

17 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulm 

onary. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  

1—5  

5—10  

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 1 1 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35—45  

— 

l 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45—55  

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

65  upwards 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

11 

7 

9 

2 

4 

4 

— 

1 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time)  : 

S.  Knibb  Young,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (whole-time)  : 

William  Wilkinson,  Cert. It. S. I.,  Cert.  Food  Inspector,  etc. 

Clerk  : John  Mulhall. 

Temporary  : Miss  M.  Steele. 


Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  Over  Ten 

Years. 


1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

1 940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

Birth  Rate 

17.49 

15.73 

15.67 

17.27 

17.40 

19.00 

20.07 

21.26 

21.84 

22.29 

Death  Rate 

12.75 

10.47 

1 2.42 

14.77 

11.48 

13.58 

12.68 

13.47 

14.94 

11.38 

Tnfant  Mortality 

54 

60 

75 

62 

55 

56 

54 

73 

80 

50 
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Table  Comparing  the  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  Analysis 
of  Mortality  During  the  Year  1940  of  England  and 
Wales,  etc.,  with  that  for  Brandon  and  Byshottles. 


Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Rate  p< 
Live  1 

3r  1,000 
lirths. 

Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

AH 

Causes. 

Diarrhoea 
& Enteritis 
under  two 
years. 

Total 
Deaths 
under  one 
year. 

England  and  Wales 

19.1 

0.53 

11.5 

4.4 

43 

126  County  Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns,  including 
London  ... 

22.2 

0.67 

12.7 

6.1 

46 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Esti- 
mated Resident  Popula- 
tions 25,000  to  50,000  at 
Census  1931) 

21.3 

0.59 

11.7 

2.8 

37 

London 

21.5 

0.54 

12.7 

4.2 

41 

Administrative  County  of 
Durham  ... 

21.3 

0.74 

11.6 

4.4 

49 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  . . . 

22.3 

0.89 

11.4 

9.5 

50 

Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  farms  and  cottages,  the 
District  draws  its  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board. 


Speaking  generally,  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  but  at 
Pringle  Place  Housing  Site  at  New  Brancepeth,  trouble  has  been 
experienced  due  to  lack  of  pressure  during  the  day. 

(a)  There  are  88  houses  on  this  site  which  stand  on  sloping  ground 
and  it  is  on  the  upper  third  of  the  site  where  trouble  is  experienced. 

There  have  been  occasions  when  the  supply  of  water  has  ceased 
between  the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and  6 p.m.  approximately  ; these 
conditions  have  interfered  considerably  with  the  domestic  life  of  the 
occupants. 
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(b)  Brandon  Village. 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  is  now  the  responsible 
authority  for  supplying  this  village  with  water. 

The  water  is  pumped  from  a collecting  tank  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  into  a storage  tank  in  the  village,  before  being  piped  to 
the  farms,  a few  cottages,  and  about  five  stand  pipes,  the  latter 
being  situated  at  convenient  points  in  the  Village. 

No  complaints  regarding  the  supply  has  been  received  during 
the  year.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  well  to  be  remembered  that, 
only  about  a dozen  of  the  fifty  houses  have  water  laid  on,  and  the 
sanitary  arrangements  are  still  of  the  conservancy  type. 

When  it  is  possible  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the  village  by 
laying  the  water  into  every  house  and  introducing  water-carriage 
sanitation,  the  present  system  of  supply  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  additional  demand  for  water. 

To  investigate  the  possibility  of  improving  supplies  in  both 
cases  mentioned  under  A.  and  B.  a deputation  from  my  Council 
met  representatives  from  the  Sunderland,  South  Shields,  and 
Durham  County  Water  Boards.  At  this  meeting  the  possibility 
of  tapping  the  new  Reservoir  at  Pit-house  to  provide  a gravity  supply 
to  Pringle  Place  and  Brandon  Village  was  investigated. 

This  scheme  if  put  into  operation  would  permanently  solve  the 
problem  of  water  supply  to  both  these  districts,  and  in  the  case  of 
Brandon  Village,  would  make  it  possible  to  carry  out  improvements 
in  sanitation  long  overdue. 

(c)  List  of  Isolated  Farms  and  Cottages  not  connected  with  main 

water  supply. 

The  undermentioned  farms  receive  their  water  supply  from  a 
spring  situated  near  Weather  Hall.  The  water  is  first  pumped  to 
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a collecting  tank  and  then  piped  to  the  farms  : — 

1.  Baal  Hill  Farm. 

2.  West  Brandon  Farm. 

3.  East  Brandon  Farm. 

4.  Standalone  Farm. 


Address. 

Source 

of 

Supply. 

Remarks. 

Hill  House  Farm  and 
Cottages. 

Spring. 

1 . Near  house,  used  for  drinking. 

2.  Spring  some  distance  away,  used  for 
domestic  purposes. 

There  are  occasions  when  the  supply  has 
failed  and  water  has  had  to  be  led . 

Langley  Old  Cottages 

9 9 

Good  quality  and  quantity. 

J ohnson  Farm,  Brandon 

Stobb  House  Farm 

Hareholm  Farm 

99 

99  99  99  99 

Ragpath  Cottage 

99 

99  99  99  99 

Heslet  Farm  ... 

99 

Laid  into  Farm  House.  Good  quality. 
Supply  fails  on  occasions. 

Pit  House  Cottages  (4) 

Upland. 

Water  upland  surface,  collected  in  storage 
tank  and  piped  to  these  four  cottages. 
Supply  fails  occasionally  and  water  is 
led  by  the  Colliery  Co.  (Messrs. 
Strakers  & Love). 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

10  Ash-closets  were  converted  to  water  carriage  during  the 

year. 

The  number  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  existing  in  the  Area  at 
the  end  of  1946  was  as  follows  : — 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  2937 

Ash  Closets  ...  ...  ...  2519 

Ash  Pit  Privies  ...  ...  ...  63 

Total 5519 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

During  the  year,  new  9"  and  6"  sewers  have  been  laid  for  the 
drainage  of  the  two  new  factories  at  Mill  Road,  Langley  Moor,  and 
for  the  new  Council  houses  at  Ushaw  Moor. 
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Deemess  Valley  Sewerage  Scheme. 

The  scheme  to  bring  the  sewage  from  the  West,  North,  Ushaw 
Moor  and  Broompark  Wards  to  the  Browney  Sewage  Disposal 
Works,  and  also  the  enlargement  of  these  works  is  under  active 
preparation.  A considerable  amount  of  preparatory  work  has  been 
executed. 

The  scheme  now  envisages,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  taking  of  the  sewage  from  parts  of  the  areas  of  Durham 
City  Council  and  Durham  Rural  District  Council,  and  it  is  satis- 
factory to  know  that  the  Council  has  agreed  to  this  comprehensive 
scheme. 

Summary  of  notices  served  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1946  : — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

written 

Notices  by 

abated 

Notices  by 

order  of 

after 

I.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

Notice. 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools : 

Foul  Conditions  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Structural  Defects 

18 

— 

18 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

105 

26 

105 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Waterclosets 

5 

— 

5 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

House  Drainage  : 

— 

— 

' 

Defective  Traps 

— 

— 

— 

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers. . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Faults 

16 

— 

16 

Water  Supply  

1 

— 

1 

Pigsties 

— 

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept. . . 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

7 

— 

7 

Totals 

153 

26 

153 
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II. — WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


Number. 


Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
Samples  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 
Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food  ... 
Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis 
Samples  found  Adulterated  ... 

III.— PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ... 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease... 

Schools  do. 

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things  ... 
Convictions  do. 


43 

43 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


IV.— GENERAL. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year 
Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  year 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets  ... 

Do.  do.  Water-closets 

Ash-closets  do.  do. 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District  . . . 
Do.  Ash-closets  do. 

Do.  Ash-pit  privies  do. 


112 

88 

Nil. 

Nil. 

10 

2,937 

2,519 

63 


Public  Cleansing. 


The  Coiincil’s  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  to  the  Council 
for  the  administration  and  supervision  of  the  scavenging  of  your 
district. 


There  are  in  your  area  approximately  5,259  houses  and  about 
263  other  buildings,  including  shops,  schools  and  other  premises, 
the  refuse  of  which  is  removed  regularly. 

The  refuse  from  approximately  5,000  premises  is  dealt  with  by 
the  Council’s  own  staff  and  the  remainder  by  contract. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  owned  a fleet  of  seven 
waggons,  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Year. 


Karrier  Bantam  (7  cubic  yards)  ...  ...  1941 

do.  ‘ 1942 

do.  1943 

do.  1945 

do.  1946 

Bedford — 2 Tonner  1938 

Fordson  ...  ...  ...  ...  1934 
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For  the  purposes  of  Cleansing  Services,  your  district  is  divided 
into  five  areas. 

Twenty  one  men  consisting  of  2 Chargemen,  1 Driver  Mechanic, 
5 Driver  Fillers  and  13  Labourer  Fillers  are  employed  in  the  depart- 
ment. 

During  the  whole  year,  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house 
refuse  and  salvage  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  department 
and  only  during  severe  weather  was  difficulty  experienced  in  keeping 
the  work  up  to  date. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  led  to  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tips  situated  at  Brandon 
Colliery,  Broompark,  New  Brancepeth,  Ushaw  Moor  and  Esh 
Winning. 

The  principle  of  controlled  tipping  as  far  as  circumstances  will 
allow  is  carried  out  at  these  tips. 

Schedules  1 and  2 give  details  of  work  done  and  costs. 


Table  Showing  Details  of  Costs  for  Scavenging  (Direct  Labour)  for  Year  Ending 

31st  March,  1947. 


Table  Showing  Summaby  of  Work  Done  and  Costs  by  Direct  Labour  and  Contract  During  the  Year 

Ended  31st  March,  1947. 
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Salvage. 

The  collections  during  the  year  show  an  increase  of  approxi- 
mately 4 Tons  of  paper  and  a decrease  of  approximately  4 Tons  of 
Kitchen  Waste. 

The  sales  for  the  year  amounted  to  £318  Is.  id.  ; an  increase  of 
£48  16s.  6d.  on  the  previous  year. 

The  following  schedule  gives  the  details  of  collections,  sales  and 
expenditure  : — 

I 

Summary  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure. 


Weights. 

Receipts. 

Expenses. 

T. 

c. 

Q- 

lbs. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

30 

1 

3 

0 

192 

16 

7 

Kitchen  Waste  ... 

46 

16 

0 

0 

117 

0 

11 

Household  Bones 

10 

0 

0 

2 

15 

1 

Scrap  Metal 

1 

6 

0 

0 

3 

11 

6 

Rags 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

7 

6 

Bagging 

0 

4 

2 

0 

0 

6 

9 

Bottles  and  Jars 

0 

2 

9 

Wages 

164 

10 

1 

Cost  of  Waggon  ... 

32 

l 

10 

Petrol 

14 

li 

5 

Travelling  S.I.  ... 

13 

3 

8 

Miscellaneous 

26 

10 

6 

Rent 

18 

0 

0 

Credit  Balance  ... 

49 

3 

7 

Totax  

79 

1 

0 

0 

£318 

1 

1 

£318 

1 

1 

Housing. 

Clearance  Areas. 

The  following  schedule  shows  the  number  of  persons  still 
living  in  Clearance  Areas,  the  houses  of  which  were  condemned 
in  1935-36. 
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District. 

Street. 

Clear- 

ance 

Area 

No. 

No.  of 
houses 
occu- 
pied. 

No.  of 
Persons. 

No. 

over- 

crowded. 

Brandon 

East  Street 

1 

15 

43 

8 

Brandon 

Railway  Street 

1 

10 

38 

5 

Brandon 

West  Street 

lA 

9 

23 

5 

Brandon 

West  Street 

1b 

7 

15 

3 

Langley  Moor 

Front  Street 

5 

6 

11 

Nil 

Langley  Moor 

Front  Street 

5 

13 

31 

6 

Langley  Moor 

S.  School  Street 

5 

19 

63 

14 

Langley  Moor 

D.  School  Street 

5 

22 

117 

14 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

West  Terrace  ... 

13 

10 

45 

Nil 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

William  Street 

13 

13 

44 

3 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

Albert  Street  . . . 

13 

10 

39 

5 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

George  Street  . . . 

13 

14 

64 

2 

Ushaw  Moor 

Colliery 

East  Terrace  ... 

13 

11 

34 

Nil 

SUMMARY. 


Brandon 

— 

41 

119 

21 

Langley  Moor 

— 

60 

222 

34 

Ushaw  Moor  Colly. 

— 

58 

226 

10 

Grand  Total  . . . 

— 

159 

567 

65 

18 


Housing.— Post-War  Needs. 

Houses  needed  to  rehouse  families  living  in 

Clearance  Areas  condemned  in  1935-36  ...  159 

Approximate  number  of  houses  needed  for  fami- 
lies living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  re- 
turning service  personnel,  aged  persons  and 
houses  for  industrial  development  ...  ...  500 

Total  ...  ...  659 


In  addition  to  these  the  Council  have  earmarked  for  Clearance 
in  the  next  ten  years,  2317  houses,  the  details  of  which  are  shown 
in  the  following  schedule  : — 

Schedule  Showing  the  Number  of  Houses  Earmarked  for 

Clearance. 


Wards. 

1. 

1-2  years. 

2. 

3-5  years. 

3. 

6-10  years. 

Centre,  South  and  East  Wards  ... 

North,  Ushaw  Moor  and  Broompark 

540 

557 

474 

Wards 

146 

8 

142 

Westward... 

88 

30 

332 

774 

595 

948 

1.  Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  ...  Grade  1. 

2.  Slum  Clearance  Grade  2. 

3.  Slum  Clearance  ...  ...  ...  Grade  3. 


Post-War  Building  (first  2 years). 

The  following  schedules  show  : — 

(a)  The  Council’s  two  years  post-war  building  programme. 

(b)  Number  of  houses  completed  and  occupied. 

(a) 


District. 

Permanent 

Houses. 

Prefabricated 

Houses. 

Total. 

Brandon 

232 



232 

New  Brancepeth 

20 

42 

62 

Ushaw  Moor 

166 

— 

166 

Esh  Winning 

— 

16 

16 

Waterhouses 

— 

12 

12 

418 

70 

488 

19 


(b) 


District. 

Permanent 

Houses. 

Pre- 

fabricated 

Houses. 

No. 

Families 

Rehoused. 

No. 

Occupants 

Rehoused. 

Brandon  

24 

— 

24 

121 

New  Brancepeth 

— 

42 

42 

143 

Esh  Winning 

— 

16 

16 

49 

W ATERHOUSES 

— 

8 

8 

23 

Total 

24 

66 

90 

336 

SUMMARY. 

No.  of  permanent  houses  occupied  ...  24 

No.  of  pre-fabricated  houses  occupied  ...  66 

No.  of  families  rehoused  90 

No.  of  persons  rehoused  336 

Housing  and  Planning. 

The  planning  proposals  formulated  previously  have  been 
completed  in  detail  during  the  year  and  no  large  scale  deviation 
from  your  intentions  has  been  made.  The  Council  have  pressed 
and  utilised  their  powers  to  acquire  areas  of  land  in  the  three 
main  development  schemes  and  have  on  all  occasions  been  success- 
ful in  making  progress.  The  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country 
Planning  have  generally  supported  the  Council  on  all  their  pro- 
posals, backed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  it  was  interesting 
to  see  that  the  Government  Departments  are  carefully  watching 
the  provision  of  all  necessaries  for  complete  living  in  the  develop- 
ments which  are  taking  place. 

Brandon  Development. 

After  many  difficulties  it  was  found  possible  to  give  clearance 
to  a portion  of  380  acres,  and  the  area  was  divided  up  for  immediate 
and  future  acquisition.  The  mineral  position  continued  to  give 
the  Council  delay,  but  this  has  finally  been  overcome.  The  reser- 
vation of  land  for  educational  purposes  is  most  interesting  and 
should  meet  the  requirements  of  the  County  Plan  under  the  new 
Education  Act.  The  following  is  provided  : — 

(a)  2 Nursery  Schools  of  80  each  on  2/3rds  of  an  acre. 

1 Nursery  School  of  40  approximately  l/3rd  of  an  acre. 
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(6)  Infants  School  2 acres. 

(c)  Junior  School  acres. 

(d)  Modern  School  17  acres. 

Idle  above  areas  of  land  allocated  for  the  first  five  years  are 
largely  two  main  areas  west  of  Carr  Avenue  adjoining  land  already 
owned  by  the  Council  extending  to  the  Sawmill  Road,  together 
with  portions  of  land  attached  to  the  Sawmills  and  Sawmill  Cottages 
together  with  large  fields  south  of  the  Vicarage.  Our  planned 
requirement  for  a corresponding  period  of  five  years  is  a need  of 
140  acres  to  provide  for  housing  only  and  the  total  should  be  200 
acres  ; this  estimation  is  based  on  your  Officers  Housing  Reports 
for  period  clearances  having  regard  to  present  requirements  and 
future  slum  clearance  programme. 

House  Building  Progress. 

The  Brandon  Development  made  excellent  progress  during 
the  year  ended  1946.  Site  preparation,  roads  and  sewers  and 
some  houses  were  completed  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  houses  completed  26 

Total  capital  expenditure 

of  complete  work  ...  £45,600 

Ushaw  Moor  Development. 

For  the  clearance  of  land  for  continuity  of  development, 
a number  of  meetings  were  held  with  the  Ministry  and  Council 
representation,  and  the  chief  difficulties  were  the  need  for  the 
provision  of  agricultural  land  and  the  mineral  position.  Con- 
sideration was  given  to  the  life  of  the  Colliery  attached  to  the 
Ushaw  Moor  Development  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  gave 
strong  evidence  for  the  retention  of  agricultural  land. 

Approximately  half  of  the  original  sites,  sufficient  for  ten 
years  development  was  agreed  in  principle  and  the  District  Valuer 
was  brought  in  to  discuss  negotiations  and  entry. 

House  Building  Progress. 

The  Contracts  at  Ushaw  Moor  were  well  maintained.  The 
phasing  of  materials  was  difficult  and  beginning  to  cause  delays, 
and  the  Council  took  active  steps,  through  their  Member  of  Par- 
liament, in  an  endeavour,  through  the  Government,  to  increase 
materials  supply  for  economic  building.  It  is  pleasing,  however, 
in  view  of  the  anomalies  to  note  the  following  position  on  this 
site,  at  the  end  of  1946  : — 

No.  of  houses  completed  16 

Total  capital  expenditure 

of  completed  work  £40,410 
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Esh  Winning  Development. 

The  Council  decided  during  the  year  that  they  would  progress 
the  housing  provision  at  Esh  Winning  and  from  the  Architect’s 
Reports,  they  resolved  to  press  the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country 
Planning  for  clearance  of  land  to  make  commencement. 

General  Progress. 

A most  favourable  comparison  exists  for  the  number  of  houses 
completed  by  this  Authority  on  a population  basis,  with  other 
Authorities  in  the  Northern  Region,  and  under  the  circumstances, 
I am  more  than  satisfied  with  the  excellent  progress. 

Costs. 

The  Council  have  observed  with  concern  the  rising  costs  of 
materials  and  are  anxiously  awaiting  discussion  and  the  formulating 
of  grants  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  have  economic  rents 
for  the  houses  being  built. 

Temporary  Housing. 

67  tenants  were  accommodated  under  the  temporary  housing 
programme  during  the  year,  which  relieved  very  serious  cases 
in  the  New  Brancepeth  area. 

Private  Houses,  Ladysmith  Terrace,  Ushaw  Moor. 

The  Council  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  purchase 
20  houses  and,  therefore,  added  this  property  to  their  housing 
volume. 

Gas  Supplies  to  Development  Areas. 

The  Council,  during  the  year,  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  need 
and  requirements  to  bring  gas  supplies  to  localities  in  their  area, 
which  had  not  this  service,  and  in  an  endeavour  to  meet  the  need, 
continued  negotiations  with  the  City  of  Durham  Gas  Company 
to  formulate  a complete  plan. 

Key  Workers. 

Housing  for  key-workers  was  a matter  which  was  creating  an 
increased  degree  of  urgency  and  the  Council  were  preparing  proposals 
sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Most  of  the  living  were  for  the  small  family  types  and  your  first 
two-bedroom  proposals  were  formulated. 

Two  Bedroom  Type  Housing. 

In  an  endeavour  to  maintain  originality  and  aesthetic  treat- 
ment in  your  development,  special  designs  were  submitted  for 
this  housing  and  after  some  discussion  with  the  Chief  Architect 
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at  Whitehall  the  Council  resolved  approvals  to  the  designs.  Your 
Architect  was  most  enthusiastic  for  this  type  and  1 am  sure  the 
Council  look  forward  to  their  provision  with  interest. 

Air  Raid  Shelter  Demolition. 

The  Council  took  active  steps  to  clear  up  the  whole  of  the 
air  raid  shelter  demolition  during  the  year. 

Industrial  Development. 

The  Council  had  still  in  their  minds  industrial  attraction  to 
their  development  schemes  and  had  sponsored  during  the  con- 
ference of  Local  Authorities,  a proposal  to  establish  light  industry 
at  Esh  Winning,  and  the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country  Planning 
were  endeavouring  to  find  a suitable  site. 

Langley  Moor. 

A permanent  factory — Messrs.  Woodhouse  & Smith  (Notting- 
ham) Ltd.,  was  completed  and  the  trained  personel  established 
in  their  present  quarters. 

Factory — Messrs.  Hirst  & Thaekway  Ltd. — This  work  is  pro- 
ceeding with  reasonable  opportunity  of  completion  during  the 
following  year. 

Ambulance. 

The  Council  took  delivery  of  an  Ambulance  in  April  1944  for 
the  purpose  of  meeting  the  Public  need  for  such  a vehicle  : — 

(a)  to  convej^  patients  to  and  from  hospital. 

(b)  to  deal  with  street  accidents. 

During  the  year  292  journeys  were  made  to  the  various  hospitals 
in  the  area,  5 of  which  were  street  accidents. 

A reciprocal  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Durham 
City  Council  under  which  the  Ambulance  of  each  district  under- 
takes ‘ Night  Duty  ’ Journeys  on  alternative  weeks  and,  when 
necessary,  remove  cases  from  either  areas  during  the  day  time. 

This  arrangement  has  proved  beneficial  to  the  residents  of 
the  Durham  City  and  Brandon  districts. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Meat  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary 
Inspector  at  the  Government  Controlled  Slaughter  House  at 
Mcadowfield,  where  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  are  slaughtered  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  population  of  Durham  City,  Durham  Rural 
and  Brandon  and  Byshottles  Districts. 
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As  previously  reported  the  closest  co-operation  exists  between 
the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Slaughter  House  Manager 
(Mr.  F.  Armstrong)  who  gives  all  possible  assistance  to  facilitate 
inspection. 

A Schedule  giving  details  of  carcases  inspected  and  meat 
condemned  is  appended  : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


e 

Cattle 

xcluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

I 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Carcases  inspected 

2,508 

442 

186 

10,365 

27 

13,528 

.All  Diseases  except 
T.B.  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

4 

— 

10 

— 

14 

Weight  of  con- 
demned carcases 

1732  lbs. 

— 

550  lbs. 

— 

2,282  lbs. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

74 

18 



38 



130 

Weight  of  con- 
demned parts  or 
organs  ... 

7,209  lbs. 

755  lbs. 

. 

662  lbs. 



8,626  lbs. 

Percentage  of  car- 
cases inspected  af- 
fected with  disease 
other  than  T.B. 

2.9% 

4.9% 

.46% 

1.06% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

6 

12 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Weight  of  con- 
demned carcases 

3,021  lbs. 

4,809  lbs 

— 

— 

— 

7,830  lbs. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  orgar 
was  condemned.. 

92 

59 





- 

151 

Weight  of  con 
demned  parts  .. 

.7,158  lbs 

5,546  lbs 

— 

— 

— 

127041bs. 

Percentage  of 
number  inspectec 
affected  with  T.B 

1 

• 3.9% 

16.06% 

— 

— 

— 

1.2% 
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Food  Inspection. 


Other  Foods  condemned  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Mutton 

6871  lbs. 

Corned  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  3035  ,, 

Imported  Lamb  ... 

40  „ 

Ham 

75  „ 

Luncheon  Meat,  etc. 

7 „ 

Steak  & Kidney  ... 

4 Tins. 

Brisling 

3£  ozs. 

M.  & V.  Ration  ... 

7 „ 

Sausage 

86  „ 

Stewed  Steak 

25  Tins. 

Bacon 

138J  „ 

Tinned  Fish 

45  „ 

Fish  Cakes 

2 Dozen. 

Cheese 

79J  ibs. 

Milk  

169  Tins. 

Eggs  

65  Dozen. 

Beans 

26  Tins. 

Peas 

12  „ 

Jam 

4 lbs. 

Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1223  ,, 

Syrup  

2 Tins. 

Tomatoes  ... 

1 lb. 

Beetroot  ... 

12  ozs. 

Sweet  Pickles 

17  Jars. 

Parsnips  ... 

2 This. 

Soups 

4 „ 

Butter 

4£  lbs. 

Farms  and  Dairies. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  main  facts 

concerning  the 

Milk  Supply  of  your  District  : — 

Number. 

Registered  Dairy  Farms  ... 

36 

Registered  Cow  Sheds 

49 

Farms  discontinued  during  the  year 

Nil. 

Producers  and  Wholesalers 

5 

Producers  and  Retailers  ... 

26 

Producers,  Wholesalers  and  Retailers 

5 

Producers  and  Butter  Makers 

2 

Accredited  Producers  (included  above)  ... 
Milk  Shops  in  the  Area  (including  shops 

5 

selling  bottled  milk)  ... 

20 

Retailers  not  resident  in  the  area 

7 

25 


Dairy  Cattle  (approximate)  ...  ...  423 

New  Cow  Sheds  erected  during  year  ...  Nil. 

Farm  Inspections  during  the  year  ...  215 

General  Observations. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  on  Farms  and  Dairies  has  been 
maintained. 

Improvements  to  byres — Browney  Lane  Farm,  Browney. 

An  old  byre  at  this  farm  with  a 12  cow  capacity  has  been 
practically  rebuilt  and  suitably  altered  to  raise  its  condition  to  the 
standard  required  by  the  Milk  and  Dailies  Acts. 

Pasteurisation  Plant — Milk  Marketing  Board.  Langley 
Bridge. 

Owing  to  delays  experienced  in  obtaining  the  necessary  machin- 
ery and  other  accessories  required,  the  opening  of  this  plant  for  the 
pasteurisation  of  milk  is  not  likely  to  take  place  until  January, 
1948. 

Fish  Fryers. 

There  are  eighteen  ! Fish  Fryers’  operating  in  the  district ; 
sixteen  of  them  carry  out  their  business  in  permanent  buildings  and 
the  remaining  two  in  wood  erections. 

These  premises  are  visited  regularly  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  conditions  found  as  regards  cleanliness  and  general  manage- 
ment have  been  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  shows  the  disposition  of  these  premises 
in  Wards  : — 


No.  of 

Ward. 

District. 

Premises. 

Centre 

Brandon  Colliery 

2 

South  ... 

Meadowfield 

1 

Browney 

2 

East 

Langley  Moor  ... 

3 

Littleburn 

1 

fl 

North  ... 

New  Brancepeth 

1 

Broompark 

Broompark 

1 

Ushaw  Moor  ... 

f 

Ushaw  Moor  ... 

3 

West  ... 

Esh  Winning  ... 

3 

Waterhouses  ... 

1 

Total  

18 

Factories  and  Bakehouses. 


There  are  31  small  factories  in  the  area  operated  in  most  eases 
by  individual  craftsmen  who  carry  on  the  trade  of  joiners,  tailors, 
blacksmiths,  boot  repairers,  etc. 

In  addition  to  these  are  9 bakehouses,  two  of  which  carry  on 
wholesale  and  retail  trade,  and  the  remaining  seven  do  retail  trade 
only. 

The  conditions  existing  at  these  premises  when  visited,  were 
satisfactory. 


Factories. 

As  previously  mentioned,  two  local  halls  were  being  used  for  the 
training  of  personnel  preparatory  to  moving  into  two  permanent 
factories  which  are  in  the  course  of  erection. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  one  factory,  the  owners  of  which  are 
Messrs.  Woodhouse  & Smith,  Hosiery  Manufacturers,  was  opened 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  at  present  employ  approximately  270 
persons,  most  of  whom  are  females,  but  it  is  hoped  that  as  the  factor)^ 
becomes  properly  equipped  this  number  will  be  increased  to  up- 
wards of  400. 

The  factory'  floor  area  is  24,289  ft.  sup. 

The  other  factory  (Messrs.  Hirst  & Thackway,  Raincoat  and 
Clothing  Manufacturers)  has  a floor  area  of  36,053  ft.  sup.  with  a 
capacity  for  employing  440  persons.  This  factory  is  nearing 
completion  and  should  be  in  operation  next  year. 


